
[image: image1.png]Social Band



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

~Burlington Vermont’s lively band of singers~

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
(Photos for publication are available at our website: www.socialband.org)
DATE: March 8, 2010
CONTACT: Ann Pearce, 802-658-8488, ann@socialband.org
SOCIAL BAND EXPLORES DEATH AND REBIRTH IN SONG

BURLINGTON, VT. March 8, 2010.  Social Band, Burlington's lively band of singers, presents Arrayed in Living Green: Songs of Death and Rebirth.
Saturday, March 20, 7:30pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Burlington
Sunday, March 21, 4:00pm at the First Baptist Church of Bristol
Saturday, March 27, 7:30pm at the Richmond Free Library
Sunday, March 28 4:00pm at the Charlotte Congregational Church
Social Band presents a program of choral pieces wrestling with the issue of mortality, woven together with pieces exploring the earth’s rebirth in the springtime. The first half of the program features many contemporary pieces influenced by the American shape note tradition. The antique texts of pieces by Vermont composers Katie Shimizu, Anna Patton, Pete Sutherland and Seth Houston all stress the fragility of life and certainty of death while at the same time describing death as the final "coming home" where there is peace and "no farewell tear is shed.” It also includes a set of very personal laments.  The shape note classic "David's Lamentation" is paired with the renaissance motet "When David Heard" by Thomas Tomkins. This is followed by another motet, "Zefiro Torna; Ma per me, lasso!" by Luca Marenzio, which contrasts the spring time rebirth of the earth with personal grief and loss -  “Zephyr returns, and brings fair weather back… The meadows smile, the heaven is clear and bright…But oh! to me the deepest sighs return...”
Transformation - whether it be from winter into spring, night into day or grief into healing -  is a theme that runs throughout the program. Burlington composer Don Jamison's song "Mother Root" asks "Who would have thought my shrivelled heart could have recovered greennesse?" The women will sing "Veris Ad Imperia," describing how "At Spring’s command, all things are renewed; The first rustlings of love weigh upon wounded hearts,” while the men of Social Band will regale us with the story of how "John Barleycorn" overcomes all manner of abuse to return in triumph as "home-brewed ale."
Admission is by suggested donation of $15, $10 for students/low income individuals.  For more information, visit www.socialband.org, find us on Facebook, or call 802-658-8488. 
Social Band was founded in 1998 to explore the diverse repertoires of traditional, early and contemporary music. Directed by Amity Baker, their presentation strikes a balance between raw exuberance and a polished sound. This mixed chorus of 20 singers has become known for their signature mix of homegrown and international choral works spanning the ages, with a focus on new works by Vermont composers.

This concert is supported in part by the many gifts from our patrons. Social Band is a Vermont Arts Council Juried Artist and a Vermont Arts Council American Masterpieces Artist.
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Amity Baker, Director - 802-355-4216    ~    Ann Pearce, Manager - 802-658-8488
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